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	BLAIRGOWRIE AND RATTRAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Draft Minutes of the Community Council ordinary meeting 
held on 8th February 2024 at 7pm at the BaRi Building and online via ZOOM.
	ATTENDANCE

BRCC Members

Scott MacGregor (SM)

David Cuthill (DC)
Steve Johnson (SJ)
Gina Purrmann (GP)

Lesley McDonald (LM)
Jamie Louise Morrison (JLM)
Pete Richardson (PR)
	Chair

Vice-chair

Treasurer

Secretary


	PKC Local Councillors 

Caroline Shiers (CS)

Tom McEwan (TM)
Bob Brawn (BB)
Laura Rodger (minutes)

5 members of the public 
Police Service


	APOLOGIES
Fire Service
Blairgowrie Advertiser


ABSENCES
Andrew Scott (AS)
Pat Marshall (PM)

	Item 1 – Welcome and Introductions
DC welcomed everyone to the meeting at 19:04 and will pass over the chairing to SM once he arrives.  DC asked all attendees for permission for the minute taker to record this meeting solely for the purpose of writing up the minutes.  The recording will not be shared and will delete it as soon as the minutes have been written. DC made all aware that no fire alarms are planned, and of the location of emergency exits and bathrooms. The members of Blairgowrie & Rattray Community Council were introduced for the benefit of the members of the public.
	

	Item 2 – Apologies
Apologies have been received from the fire department and Blairgowrie Advertiser representative. SH has sent a letter of resignation to the SM. This resignation has been accepted. GP will notify PKC. BRCC expressed their thanks for all of SH’s hard work as part of BRCC. 
	GP

	Item 3 – Adoption of draft minutes of the 11th of January 2024 meeting

No amendments necessary.
Decision: Approved without amendment. Proposed by JLM and seconded by SJ.
	

	Item 4 – Police & Fire Reports 
Fire Report:
Blairgowrie were mobilised 44 times in January to a range of operational incidents across Perth & Kinross. Community Safety Engagement: Firefighters from Blairgowrie Fire Station made final donations from 2023 fundraising, totalling £9,092. The recipients were: £5,092 The Fire Fighters Charity; £2,000 Scottish Fire and Rescue Service Family Support Trust; £500 Scotland's Charity Air Ambulance – SCAA; £500 Strathmore Centre for Youth Development – SCYD; £250 Mantalk; £250 Perth & Kinross Foodbank; £250 Friends of Blairgowrie Cottage Hospital; £250 Blairgowrie Freedom coach.

Blairgowrie's 'Coffee with the Crew' is back for 2024 and so far over 20 people joined us for coffee, biscuits, board games, a look around and a chat in our warm fire station. There will be two further ‘Coffee with the Crew’ events on Tuesday 6th February and Wednesday 14th February 10:00 – 12:00.
Police Report: 
Nobody from your bank or the Police will ever contact you and request that you transfer money from your account or reveal personal/ financial information over the phone. If you receive such a call then politely hang up. If you feel a need to contact your bank then do this from another phone as the fraudsters can continue to hold your phone line so that when you think you are calling your bank you are in fact still speaking to them.

Alternatively contact the Police. You won’t be wasting our time and I would much rather have my officers attend and potentially prevent a crime than see a victim suffer from these unscrupulous criminals.
Message from New Local Area Commander:
I am honoured to have been appointed as the Local Area Commander for Perth & Kinross. I have previously led teams in Community Policing, Professional Standards and most recently Divisional Roads Policing based in Tayside where I oversaw Road Safety for the Division.

I wish Tom all the best for his new role and look forward to building on the outstanding work he and his team have achieved during his time as Local Area Commander, and to working with our partners to ensure that we continue to deliver a high standard of service to the communities in Perth & Kinross.
	

	Item 5 – Matters raised by members of the public
Please note that the items below detail the views and opinions raised by members of the public. This does not indicate the view of BRCC or individual Community Councillors unless clearly stated. 
a) Cateran Ecomuseum – Pop-up Iron Age Village
The Learning and Volunteer Coordinator for the Cateran Ecomusuem Heritage Lottery Fund Projects attended the meeting to discuss the upcoming Iron Age Village event this summer, July 5th – 7th in Alyth. The event will follow the themes of the Iron Age, and local and natural heritage.

They have funding from the Heritage lottery fund and a plan that is already well underway but they would like to get volunteers and input from the community to help form the final product. Any and all help is welcome, be it organisational or boots on the ground.  DC asked what the volunteers would be doing. It was clarified that volunteers would be able to participate in a variety of ways (e.g. ushering, admin, boots on the ground). A volunteers’ pack is being put together for volunteers on the day. There is a group of people who are getting together to help action the things that need to happen. The Learning and Volunteer Coordinator also highlighted that there are gaps in the programme which need to be filled, so if there’s anyone who would like to run an event or an activity at the Iron Age village on the theme of the Iron Age and the wider themes of rapid climate action. For more information, contact the Learning and Volunteer Coordinator at theschoolofthemoon@gmail.com
b) Sheriff Officers
A member of the public raised the issue that they had received correspondence from the Sheriff Officers. They thought that this was in regard to an unpaid parking ticket which had occurred during a period of illness last year. However, the letter was from PKC and the Sheriff Court was not involved. The same thing happened again the following week, addressed from the Dundee Sheriff Court. The member of the public believes that they are acting fraudulently and threateningly. They have not yet contacted PKC about this. TM suggested that she should be contacting the police. SM added that the way forward would be to get in touch with PKC and the police. JLM also noted that this may be a scam.  
	

	Item 6 – Matters arising/reports back
a) Top-Up Tap
GP proposed that this be taken off the agenda as there has been no update for some time, despite several attempts to progress this. GP suggested that the conversation can be restarted later as part of the public toilets issue.  All agreed.
	

	Item 7 – Regular Reports
a) Resilience/Flooding PR/SM
Funding request has gone into PKC to see about covering gaps in funding to get more equipment. Awaiting an update on this. 
b) Climate Action DC/GP/JLM
The Perth & Kinross Climate Hub funding has been approved, and recruiting is underway. Also, the Green Living Fund voting opens on Monday.  BRCC has a proposed project – please support.
c) Twinning GP/SM
There is a meeting currently going on regarding the visit of the Brebières band to Blairgowrie in August. The Burns Night event went very well. GP has sent a link to Natalie in Brebières about that. GP will forward this to DC and SM for it to be sent on to their contacts abroad. 
d) Maintenance in Blairgowrie & Rattray
   i. Built Environment – SM updated that there are more fences down at Glenalmond Road. SM has reported this to PKC. 
   ii. Open Space – LM updated that the Green Living Fund is a fund where groups in different localities within PKC can apply for small amounts of money to fund their projects and activities. The first round of voting has already occurred. Blairgowrie and Rattray have six different projects that are vying for this funding. Voting opens on the 12th of February, and it closes on the 1st of March. There will be online voting, but you can also vote in person in the library. TM added that the projects fit into the categories of energy, transport, resilience, etc. One project that stood out was planting trees for babies that are born in the area – this is a BRCC project. There will be an event to announce who is getting the money at the North Inch in Perth. There are monthly nature watches happening through Biodiversity Blairgowrie. Details are on Facebook. A poster will be produced which also has the dates. CS is organising a litter pick on the 11th of February at Coupar Angus Road, junction with Parkhead Road. 
	GP

CS


	Item 8 – New Projects
No updates. 
	

	Item 9 – Traffic Matters
SM noted that there is no update on when the next meeting with Daryl will be. None of the priorities from the meetings three month ago have been addressed (e.g. the ongoing issues with the speed bumps at Hatton Road). CS will follow up on this via email. SM has also been in touch with Angus Council about potholes on the road to Piperdam. 
	CS
SM

	Item 10 – Planning Matters 
Planning application has been put in for over 100 houses north of Dunkeld Road. This is only outline planning. It may take up to 10 years to go through. DC asked about the building being erected at Piggy Lane and wondered if this is the beginnings of a new a primary school. DC will investigate this further. There has been an appeal for the refusal of the application for the solar farm near Coupar Angus substation. There has also been an email from AE Associates about the new solar farm site at Isla Bank. BRCC may be notified if required to comment on it. Glen Clean is moving from the shop at Keay Street and moving into the unit on Welton Road. DC asked if PKC had assisted them in this move. TM said that they are not usually updated on this. 
	DC

	Item 11 – Chair’s Report
No update 
	

	Item 12 – Treasurer’s Report 
Admin 

Jan balance


£30.06
PKC Grant 
£638

£668.06
Minutes

£30
£638.06
Feb balance


£638.06



Projects
Jan balance


£5,720.63
Feb Balance


£5,720.63
Fireworks/Community Event
£211.89
Resilience


£4,261.12
Well (Defib)


£547.44
Bench



£253.52
Christmas Tree/Festive

£446.56 
	

	Item 13 – Secretary’s Correspondence. 
The public toilets will be closed in March. Several community groups in the area (including BRCC, BARBA and BRDT) have started to work together with a view to bringing them under community ownership. A meeting will be scheduled for next week. More information is on Discover Blairgowrie. Many have volunteered to help with management. Professional cleaners would have to be brought in. SM asked about the Comfort Scheme and whether any of the businesses had signed up. The pubs in the local area will also be sending a letter to PKC. BARBA have already done this. A university student from Edinburgh has been in touch with BRCC about a survey. BRCC will post it on to social media for individual response and there will be official BRCC response. An email was received from the new Blairgowrie Advertiser contact. They are hoping to attend future meetings but were unable to attend tonight. The Local Place Plan is to be discussed at the next interim meeting. 
	

	Item 14 – PKC Councillor’s Reports

TM updated about the Rural Transport Futures. They are going to come to Blairgowrie on the 20th of Feb and 20th of March to discuss rural transport options. The electric car fire at the library was caused by the battery and not the charger. This was the information sent by PKC. SM added that the fire brigade went to the scene and tried to turn off the emergency power port, but this was not possible. LM noted that it would be useful to get more clarity on the issue. JLM highlighted that in the grand scheme of things, it is less likely for an electric car to go on fire than a petrol one. There is a new Area Commander for Perth and Kinross, TM attended a meeting with them. He asked if they would do a quarterly or six-monthly meeting in the area – in collaboration with BRCC – to engage with the community. They are going to give this further consideration. 
CS gave the following update:
1. Footbridge over the Ericht from Keathbank to Oakbank. I have kept in contact with officers over this since I received the original complaint. The latest update is PKC are in the process of appointing contractors and looking at what the job will entail. They have undertaken to update as they progress.

2. Cuttle Burn – works have been undertaken with further remedial works on footpaths to be completed. Chris Martin (Ranger) is on the case and thanks to Nathan and Pete for taking such an active interest in this matter.

3. Surface Water drainage – update meetings at the Town Hall to be held in February and March. Details to be shared with the community.

4. Cemetery – I continue to have complaints about this. We will restart the Friends group but there has to be a partnership approach and the Friends group should add value to the works so we were keen that maintenance would improve before we got involved.

5. Bin Collections – increasing complaints in a number of locations about bins not being emptied due to parked cars. I would encourage residents to be mindful of the need for access and to avoid blocking the route of bin lorries.

6. Davie Park facilities – great news last week that Phase two of improvements at Davie Park now includes £510,000 of money from Department of Culture, Media and Sport to facilitate new facilities alongside the 3g pitch.

7. Scottish Water seem to have got to grips with the longstanding issue outside Rattray Primary at the entrance to Honeyberry. I would encourage residents to report all flooding incidents or blocked drains to facilitate action. Reporting whilst flooding is ongoing allows rapid investigation.

8.Ongoing issues around the Loon Braes path which needs improvement – working with Chris Martin on this.

9. Rural Transport Futures Event in the library on 20 Feb and 20 March from 11-1 an 3-5.

10. Encourage residents to report any roads issues etc to MyPkc most efficient way to report potholes, bin emptying etc

11. Litter pick this Sunday meeting at 10am at junction of Parkhead Road and Coupar Angus Road.

12. PKC budget setting is on 28th February.

13. I attended the SCYD open day yesterday. Great to see around the building. The rooms are available to hire.

BB updated that 20th February & 7th of March are the dates when the flooding consultation will be held at the Town Hall. BB queried the ownership of the Black Croft Gate. The Scottish Land Registry has confirmed that there is communal ownership. SM asked if this information could be sent to him. BB will forward it. There is a major problem up in the Glens with speeding, BB is happy to reach out to his contact to get information on speeding for BRCC, if BRCC want that. Essendy Road is potentially going to have 70+ new houses as part of a new development. Due to the narrowness of the road and the fact that it is not possible to widen the road due to the land either side of it being privately owned, it is likely that the solution will be to implement traffic lights. It is likely that a one-way system will need to be implemented at a later date. There is no easy solution and considerations are ongoing. GP asked if the one-way system would be just for the trucks. BB clarified that this will be for all traffic after building works are complete. There is also still a problem at Hazelwood Road jct Perth Road due to increased traffic. This will also need to be relooked at. GP asked if the lorries could be asked to travel one way. BB said that this is not possible and that it would not change the volume of traffic. TM noted that this could be 5-10 years before it is being addressed. 
	BB

	Item 15 – AOCB
LM updated that the police may be at the town Forum Meetings, which are quarterly. There is a creative project happening at the moment called ‘Remembering Together’ about experiences during Covid19. PR noted that the next resilience partnership is Monday 8th of April, 3pm-4pm. Meeting closed at 20:20.  
	

	Date of Next Meeting: 14th March 2024, 7pm at the BaRi Building & 6.45pm online.
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